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Synopsis

Ralph Waldo Emerson was born on 25 of May 1803 in Boston and was a famous writer, American
philosopher and poet.The Naturalist and The Poet was published in 1836 and is considered one of
the most important works of Emerson and served as a major inspiration for writers like Walt
Whitman, Emily Dickinson and Henry David Thoreau in Walden, one of the most important

American classics.
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Customer Reviews

The book pictured is not the book shipped. The book when | clicked the order sent to another book
entirely. However if | look up the ISBN number of the book | searched for, a different book comes up
altogether. When attempting to purchase the correct book, the new book defaults back to the one |
already ordered, that again, was not the book pictured. When you choose the "look inside" option,
the book presented is not the book shipped at all. The contents are entirely different, the

introduction and foreword are entirely different. Do not buy this book here. Buy it from local



bookstores to avoid the hassle.

Once in a while, there comes a writer with the rare ability to make one feel as if they never really
understood the world in the first place. Ralph Waldo Emerson was one such writer.A philosopher,
lecturer and poet all wrapped up in one, Emerson displays the power of this unique blend in his
immortal essays. Emerson combines his incredible understanding of life with his equally strong
command of the English language in order to delineate the various topics discussed in his
work.Without going into too much detail (as it would greatly deprive prospective readers the
pleasure of reading these essays for themselves), | would like to share a few pearls of wisdom
taken from this book.In one of his most famed essays, Self-Reliance, Emerson states:"He who
knows that power is inborn, that he is weak because he has looked for good out of him and
elsewhere, and so perceiving throws himself unhesitatingly on his thought, instantly rights himself,
stands in the erect position, commands his limbs, works miracles; just as a man who stands on his
feet is stronger than a man who stands on his head."In Compensation, Emerson states:"Our
strength grows out of our weakness. The indignation which arms itself with secret forces does not
awaken until we are pricked and stung and sorely assailed. A great man is always willing to be little.
While he sits on the cushion of advantages, he goes to sleep. When he is pushed, tormented,
defeated, he has a chance to learn something; he has been put on his wits, on his manhood; he has
gained facts; learns his ignorance; is cured of the insanity of conceit; has got moderation and real
skill..."And in The Over-Soul, Emerson writes:"The soul is the perceiver and revealer of truth. We
know truth when we see it, let skeptic and scoffer say what they choose. Foolish people ask you,
when you have spoken what they do not wish to hear, 'How do you know it is truth and not an error
of your own? We know truth when we see it, from opinion, as we know when we are awake that we
are awake..."l could go on and on about the many other great statements in this book, but the
message is clear. This is highly recommended reading for anyone with an interest in philosophy and

spirituality.

There are very few writers who have ever imparted more wisdom | so few words. If Thomas
Jefferson is the spirit of America then Ralph Waldo Emerson was its soul. A person who reads the
words of Emerson cannot help but be haunted by the feeling of an eternal season of spring infused
with the eternal sadness of life’s inevitable end. Emerson is required reading for all thoughtful men
and women. This particular book is excellent and no one looking to purchase Emerson’s work in the

kindle format should hesitate to purchase it.



The essay "Self Reliance" has been in my heart for decades. You cannot go wrong with RWE.

| once read that reading any one of Emerson’s essay can pull you out of a nervous breakdown. The
guy’s optimism is amazing; | tend to turn to him when | need a pick-me-up. The Library of America

craftsmanship is, as always, excellent.

Another look at Emerson and his work. Beautifully written with views that need to be read. This book

should be in any library of people want Emerson to continue to grow along with us.

| now have several of these Library of America volumes and | love them. This one is no different.
They are beautifully bound in various colors of fabric (uniform colored dust covers) with matching
ribbon book mark. The binding is solid and durable. The pages are of a fine quality, print is a nice
font. The collections within each volume are logical, complimentary, and often comprehensive of a
particular author’s type of work (e.g. collected poems, essays). These original works were written in
english, so translation is not an issue. Editting has been accurate. As these are the works of the
original authors, the true value of these volumes are in the works collected and the presentation. For
any price, you could not be more pleased. However, because they are so well made, you can find
excellent condition used versions for unbelievable prices. If you purchase books to own for your

personal library, these will be a treasure on so many levels.

A vintage book at a giveaway price. Thanks guys!
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